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"omen’s History Month usu-
ally puts us in mind of im-
portant events that hap-

" pened years or decades or centuries -

ago.
But even now around the world,
across our nation and here in Bir-

‘mingham, worhen's history is béing .

made.

_ Qur city is part of & historic world-
wide campaign to encdurage high-
net-worth women to make philan-

thropic gifts of $1 millior, or more to
empower worien and girls. Birming--

ham native and longtime resident

" . Jane Comer has committed $1 mil-

lion as patt.of the campaign, cailed”
Women Moving Millions. Comer’s
gift will be divided among three or-
ganizations, one of which is the

Women'’s Fund of Greater Birraing- -
ham. Another beneficiary is Child- .

ren’s Hospltal’s CHIPS program to-

- ward planting a state-level initiative,

Enough Abusel; in the state of Ala:-
bama to comibat childhood sexual

*abuse. The other part of Comer’s gift
will help support the Worien Mov- ™

ing Millions i  camfipaign itself.

“Sisters Helen LaKelly Hunt and -
Swanee Hunt, heirs to a Texas oil
fortune; started women's funds in
New York, Colorado and Dallas.
Knowing there were women wha .
could:afford tn “ra1se the bar”.on
their giving to women's causes, the _
Hunt sisters seeded the Women
Moving Millions campdign. The

campdign encourages gifts of $1' mil- -
" lion and mote to the 130-pls mier-
- ber organizations of the global Wem-

en's Fundmg Network, of which the
Women's Fund of Greater Bzrmmg-
ham is a member, The campaign is a

candle cursing the darkness of the fi- °

- and growing groupof dohots.

“cial ehfnge ivestmetits” have a ret
“ furn to the donor — in the form of a

' nan(:la] cnsis —itis closing i inon. its

goal of $150 million from this new

‘Helen Hunt, whose work on her

into women's histery, has deter-
mitied that this is thie first time in,

: hlstorywhen wonien hiave supported:
" Wwoinieni’s cavses‘in § large way, She °
was'surprised to'find that even the -
decades- -long canipaign for women' s
: suffrage was fuﬁded ot ’by wumen '
s but by niet.

“Like the other ‘dotits ‘Women
Moving: Mlﬂlons, Conier. _has“ fotmnd
that what'are somenm 4 called

deep sense of satisfaction and mean-
ingfulness — that feels vastly greater

_than the gift itself. That is an enor-

mous return on the investment.

* Comer's history-making gift is a

ion todk her deep ' “ar [
- munity-leve mitiatives to address is-
U sues diat dispfoporﬂoua'tely affect’

Womencome 0 aidof other women

yote of conﬁdence in the global work
-of women's funds. Here in- B]rmmg-
* ham, the ¥ :

woinen and girls, such-ay poverty

" and violefice; As'the region’s only '
“funder exclusively foi: programs for °

wotmnen gnd giils, the Women's Fund

‘develops women:led, ihnovative 50-
) lutlons o complex issues:

Countless ‘womep in ot commu-

nity bénefit from this work. One of

agm was Helped by Pathways Shel-

count. The meney she is saving will
help her transition td independent

kind of work women donors are
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makmg p0551ble - e
" In May — at celebratlons boih o

'-_-Atlanta and in New York — Jane. -
“Comer and the other Women Mov-~
ing Millions will be honored. They - -

will be invitéd to “take their seat at _ '

" the table” to join other women in
-history who have made a.difference.

We celebrate the quantum leap rep-
resented by these visionary doners, = -
and we look forward'with great hcpe -

. — even-at a‘time of financial ¢risis — - -
to the great promise represented by~ [~

millions more being investedina -

" better future for and fhrough women
"‘and,glrls S ARSI

‘ter. Formerly homeless and addxcted, ‘
‘to drugs, this'woman is iow gm- . *
ploved and has opened a savings ac-

Vzrgmm Sweet, Ph.DL i e ;
director of the Women's Fundof
Greater Birmingham, a component. -

- fund of the Community Foundation
living in the near future. That is the

of Greater Birmitngham, E-mail;- '
vsweet@foundationbirmingham.org. .~




